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Uzbekistan: Zarafshan Wind Power Project

Nonsovereign Project | 55248-002
Status: Proposed

Overview Project Data Sheet Documents

For | @ Print

Project Name
Zarafshan Wind Power Project

Project Number
55248-002

Borrower | Company
Shamol Zarafshan Energy Foreign Enterprise LLC

Country [ Economy
Uzbekistan

Location
Nation-wide
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Type or Modality of Assistance

B-Loan

Other

USD 10.00 million
Approved

4197

Loan

Ordinary capital resources
USD 65.00 million
Approved

Strategic Agendas
Environmentally sustainable growth
Inclusive economic growth

Drivers of Change
Partnerships
Private sector development

Sector [ Subsector
Energy / Renewable energy generation - wind

Gender Equity and Mainstreaming
Some gender elements

Responsible ADB Department
Private Sector Operations Department

Responsible ADB Division
Infrastructure Finance Division 1

Responsible ADB Officer
Malik, Danyaal

Project Sponsor(s)
Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company PJSC - Masdar
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Description
500MW grid-connected wind power plant located in Zarafshan City, Uzbekistan.

Objectives and Scope

Linkage to Country/Regional Strategy

The main objectives of the government's energy sector policy are to (i) expand
generation capacity through renewables, (ii) improve security of supply from domestic
energy resources, and (iii) promote private sector participation. Zarafshan is closely
aligned with the government's policy directions as well as ADB's country partnership
strategy (CPS) for Uzbekistan, 20192023, which aims to support the country's
movement toward a vibrant and inclusive market economy and the transformation of
the state's role.

The expansion of renewables is the centerpiece of Uzbekistan's commitment under
the Paris Agreement. The project is also consistent with the strategic direction and
operational priorities of ADB's Strategy 2030 by way of tackling climate change,
building climate and disaster resilience, and enhancing environmental sustainability
and accelerating progress in gender equality.

Safeguard Categories

Environment A
Involuntary Resettlement B
Indigenous Peoples C

Summary of Environmental and Social Aspects
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Environmental The project is categorized as A for environment in accordance with

Aspects the ADB's Safeguard Policy Statement (2009). The project site lies
within the central part of the Kyzylkum Desert in Tamdy District of
Navoi Region. It occupies approximately 9,600 hectares of land
that is used seasonally for rough grazing of sheep, goats and
horses by farmers and herders. Project activities have the potential
to cause significant adverse environmental impacts that are
diverse, irreversible, or unprecedented as the project is located
approximately 3.5 km from Mount Aktau, an Important Bird Area
(IBA) which supports breeding and resident populations of raptors
of international and national conservation status. The project's
environment, health, and safety risks and impacts have been
identified and assessed, and appropriate mitigation measures have
been developed, as detailed in the ESIA.

Involuntary The project is categorized as B for involuntary resettlement in

Resettlement accordance with the ADB's Safeguard Policy Statement (2009). It
is located on land owned by the local government. The project area
is sub-leased to the farmers and is used for rough grazing of
sheep, goats and horses. A project substation and overhead
transmission lines are located outside of the sub-leased land on
the land owned by the government. The ESIA and the social
compliance audit have identified that the project will not cause
involuntary physical displacement but is expected to cause
involuntary economic displacement of some farmer and herder
households. To mitigate the impact, A livelihood restoration plan
was prepared and will be implemented by the borrower in
accordance with national legislation and regulations and ADB's
Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS, 2009). A community
development plan will also be developed prior to construction to
manage impacts on communal use of the project area.
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The project is categorized as C for Indigenous Peoples in
accordance with the ADB's Safeguard Policy Statement (2009).
The project ESIA and a Social Compliance Audit confirm no
presence of or impacts on distinct and vulnerable ethnic minority or
indigenous peoples, or their physical and cultural assets in the
project area.

Multiple engagements and public consultations were undertaken
over the project's social, health and safety, and environmental
impacts and benefits with the communities, Makhallas (village
societies) and local authorities in the project area. A Stakeholder
Engagement Plan with a grievance redress mechanism was also
prepared to engage with and address concerns of the local
community during the construction and operation period. Concerns
of women and vulnerable people specifically were sought and
considered.

Timetable for assistance design, processing and implementation

Concept Clearance 28 Apr 2022
Credit Committee Meeting 28 Apr 2022
Approval 26 Jul 2022

Last PDS Update 29 Sep 2022

Project Data Sheets (PDS) contain summary information on the project or program. Because the PDS is a

work in progress, some information may not be included in its initial version but will be added as it
becomes available. Information about proposed projects is tentative and indicative.

The Access to Information Policy (AIP). recognizes that transparency and accountability are essential to

development effectiveness. It establishes the disclosure requirements for documents and information ADB
produces or requires to be produced.

The Accountability Mechanism provides a forum where people adversely affected by ADB-assisted

projects can voice and seek solutions to their problems and report alleged noncompliance of ADB's

operational policies and procedures.
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In preparing any country program or strategy, financing any project, or by making any designation of, or
reference to, a particular territory or geographic area in this document, the Asian Development Bank does
not intend to make any judgments as to the legal or other status of any territory or area.
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About ADB

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient,
and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. It
assists its members and partners by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and equity
investments to promote social and economic development.

Headquarters

6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City 1550, Metro Manila, Philippines
Ro.+63 28632 4444

+63 2 8636 2444
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